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From the Principal’s Desk   

We have heard stories from some students and parents of excessive amounts of time being 
spent on homework.  We are all aware of the many demands on the time of our families, and 
our teachers assign homework for specific and valid reasons.  In math and language class, the 
extra time spent working with the material helps the students develop fluency and 
automaticity in the subject area, meaning that they can solve math problems quickly or read, 
write, and speak more fluently.  Some of our teachers assign projects so that students can 
take more time with a subject in order to come up with more creative or analytical work.  
That said, it is not our intention that students spend more than 60 to 90 minutes on 
homework and projects each evening.  Projects are given with enough time that if the student 
works a short time each day, there is enough time to complete it before it is due.  Daily math 
homework should take about 30-40 minutes.  If a student is spending more time than that, 
the student should write down where in the problem he or she got bogged down.  The 
teacher will help them the next day to work through their problems.   

Some students have had to attend Saturday school this semester.  Students who are missing 
three assignments for the week are required to attend Saturday school.  A note will go home 
on Thursday afternoon alerting the parents when the student must attend.  This is a one-time 
consequence.  If the student continues to fail to turn in work, the student will be subject to 
in and out of school suspensions.  We take work very seriously at SGMS.  Good work habits 
are essential to success. 
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SGMS Newsletter 

Parents are 
needed to help 
out during 
lunch with 
lunchroom 
and 
playground 
duty.  Please 
sign up to help 
us!!! 

After School Music 
 

Reuben Hall volunteers at 

SGMS teaching an after-school 

orchestra class to students 

who are interested in learning 

to play string instruments. 

Thanks to Mr. Hall for his 

efforts.   

PTO Meeting 
The next meeting is set for 
Monday, Sept. 15, 5:30 at 
the Anderson Museum.  
Please attend!!! 

8th graders try on costumes for their 
Revolutionary War Period Play 

Congratulations to Victoria Metcalf 
on being named New Mexico 
Bowler of the Year in her age divi-
sion.  Way to go!!! 



School Trips and ActivitiesSchool Trips and ActivitiesSchool Trips and ActivitiesSchool Trips and Activities    
_______________________________ 
.The first Friday Night at the Movies will be 
held on Friday, Sept. 19, in Mrs. Lawner’s room.  This is a 
special event for the 8th graders.  Movie (to be announced) will 
start at 7:00 pm. 

The 6th Grade will host “Greek Night” on Mon. Sept. 22.  Details 
to follow. 

Math Club meets every Thursday from 3:00 to 3:45.  See Mrs. 
Bell for details. 

8th Graders will perform “Valley Forge” at 7:00 pm, Sept. 30.  
This play, directed by Mrs. Arganbright, should not be missed! 
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Home of the Falcons 

Science Olympiad 
practice begins in 

October. 

Sidney Gutierrez Middle School 

9/11 Luncheon 
SGMS staff, students, and parents hosted a 
luncheon for the firefighters at Station 4 next 
door to the school.  Several 6th graders read 
essays and poems they had written to honor 
the firefighters and other public servants who 
risk their lives to save ours.  The firefighters 
were very appreciative of the program, our 
8th one following the terrible events of 
9/11/2001.  Much thanks to Maureen Olguin 
and the PTO whose efforts and coordination 
made the luncheon a great success. 

7th Graders’ Field Trip to 
Salinas Pueblo Missions 
National Monument 

Firefighters (including 
Sarah’s dad John Bejarano) 
enjoy their luncheon on 9/11. 


